COUNTY L|NES WHAT IS “COUNTY LINES™?

County lines is a type of child criminal exploitation.
. Criminal groups use children and young people to
* move drugs and money between areas.
Children may be asked to travel, carry drugs, store
drugs, or collect money.
~ This can happen to children from any background,
in any community.
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W— "~ How CHLEN ARE TARGETED

e Befriend children in person or online
o 0Offer money, clothes, phones, or gifts
o (Offer friendship, protection, or a sense of belonging £~
o Use threats, violence, or debt to control them
Children may not realise they are being exploited.
They may feel scared, trapped, or unable to say no.

"SIGNS A CHILD MAY. BE INVOLVED

You might notice your child:
il * Going missing or staying out overnight
* Travelling to unfamiliar places
Having money, clothes, or phones with no clear explanation
Being secretive about where they are going or who they are with
Using more than one phone or hiding their phone One sign alone does 4
Becoming anxious, withdrawn, angry, or aggressive -, oo county linesik
Changes in school attendance or behaviour Several signs together,
Contact with police or other authorities is g concern,

WHY CHILDREN DO NOT TELL ADULTS

Children may:
e Be frightened of being harmed
e Worry that criminals will hurt or threaten their fam
e Feel ashamed or guilty 2
e Think they will get into trouble
o Belleve they cannot leave

Stay calm and listen

Reassure your child they are not in trouble
Avoid blaming or judging

Notice changes in behaviour or routines
Set clear boundaries where possible

Get help early

_—> o Talk to your child and listen carefully
o Speak to school staff or other trusted
IF YOU ARE professionals
WORRIED Contact local safeguarding services
sTooIbox com Contact police

WHAT PARENTS
AND CARERS
CAN DO



https://www.socialworkerstoolbox.com/
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his is exploitation. Children involved are victims, not criminals.
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